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Universities: Many Opportunities for Small Businesses

ü Student talent

Å Hiring graduates: pipeline of talented employees

Å Internships and co-ops: short-term low- or no-cost assignments

Å Capstone projects: solving industry challenges in the classroom

ü Innovation

Å Applied research: faculty and students as your ñR&D Dept.ò

Å Licensing IP: bringing university research to market

Å Resources: high-performance computing, modeling and other 

software, prototype development, equipment, facilities 



Universities: Many Opportunities for Small Businesses

üWorkforce development

Å Keep your own and your employeesô knowledge current

ÅCourses

ÅCertificates

ÅDegrees

Å Bring experts, faculty and/or advanced graduate students to your 

workplace to lead workshops, provide technical training

ü Incubation

Å Many universities offer space for businesses on or near campus

ü Vibrant community

Å Libraries, lectures, colloquia, thesis defenses, and many other 

opportunities to be part of a diverse, innovative, engaged community. 



Universities: Many Opportunities for Small Businesses

ü Funding opportunities

Å There are a number of grant programs for businesses partnering with 

universities

Å Local, state, and federal 

ü Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small 

Business Technology Transfer Research (STTR) awards

Å Many federal agencies have a portion of their budgets set aside to 

support small businesses. SBIRs and STTRs are two ways these 

agencies channel those funds.

Å Both programs support university-industry collaboration

ü Local opportunities

Å Regional Economic Development Councils (REDCs)

Å Grants for Growth, seed funding awards, and similar programs



New York State Resources: University-Industry Collaboration

ü ESDôs Division of Science, Technology and Innovation (NYSTAR)

Å NYSTAR has many programs to support small businesses working with 

universities, including Centers for Advanced Technology.

ü Centers for Advanced Technology (CATs) 

https://esd.ny.gov/nystar/centersforadvtechnolgy.asp

Å Each focuses on a unique technical expertise

Å Applied research for industry and other services 

Å Fifteen CATs at universities across NY State

ÅSyracuse University

ÅSUNY Stony Brook (3 CATs)

ÅClarkson University

ÅAlfred University

ÅCornell

ÅRPI (2 CATs)

ÅNYU

ÅBinghamton

ÅSUNY Polytechnic

ÅSUNY Buffalo

ÅUniversity of Rochester

ÅRIT

https://esd.ny.gov/nystar/centersforadvtechnolgy.asp


The Center for Advanced Systems and Engineering (CASE)

ü State-funded ESDC/NYSTAR Center for Advanced Technology (CAT) 

focused on information-intensive technologies. Each year:

Å CASE receives $921K each year from NY State

Å Brings in minimum of $1.25 Million in industry R&D expenditures

Å Over $300K in seed funding and matching grants to industry partners

Å Reports an average of over $20M in positive economic impact

ü Connects industry with university research, talent, intellectual 

property, and resources across schools/colleges, disciplines

ü University-industry research and development projects

ü Co-op and Internship program 

ü Incubator for industry-university collaborations, including advanced 

prototype development workshop and fleet of UAVs

ü Conferences and workshops

ü GOAL: positive impact on NY State economy: create jobs, increase 

revenues, grow capital investment, attract new industry



Why Businesses Work with CASE

ü Connect with faculty expertise to advance R&D, solve 

problems, develop new technologies

Å Match companies with appropriate faculty expertise

Å Reduced F&A (overhead) for small (under 100 employees) NY State companies

Å Matching funds for industry research expenditures

Å Seed funding to launch new collaborations

ü Skilled graduate students, flexible schedule, affordable

ü Office/work space on campus

ü Use of prototype development lab, I3 Workspace@CASE 

ü Expedite set up and management of research projects

ü Meeting space on campus, parking, access to wide network of 

CATs/COEs and other NY State high-tech investments, 

including Innovation HotSpots, RTDCs, NYSSTLC, and more.



I3 Workspace@CASE: Advanced Prototype Development Lab

CASE industry partners enjoy full access to:

ÅHigh-Res 3D Printers

ÅWacom Design Station

ÅCircuit Board Milling

ÅSoldering/Electronics Stations

ÅDiverse Fleet of UAVs

and FAA-licensed Pilot


